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What is                        ?  
  
Building the capacity and confidence of CSOs 
to produce and use citizen-generated data to 
monitor sustainable development progress, 

demand accountability and campaign for 
transformative change 

 
 



Priority areas  
• Direct Support 
• Learning Zone & Thematic Forums 
• Community of Practice, DataShift Ambassadors  
• SDGs Monitoring (deep-dive on SDG 5 in Kenya & Tanzania) 
• DataShift Online Platform 
• Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data 



http://civicus.org/thedatashift/ 



Role of Citizen Generated Data (CGD) for SDGs 
 

Citizen-generated data (CGD) is data that people or their 
organisations produce to directly monitor, demand or drive 

change on issues that affect them 
 

Data generated by citizens that falls outside the construct of 
official data (administrative/civil) and statistics 



Network 
Mapping & 
Visualisation – 
who is doing 
what, where, & 
which SDGs 



Complementary 
Role – Global 
Goals, Local 
Impact Project 
 
Official Stats - 
7,500 (2009 
census) 
households in 
Lanet Umoja 
CGD – 11,500 
households (2016) 



Education MDG2: Official statistics – Over 90% 
primary school enrollment (- 2013) Uwezo CGD learning 

assessments (2014) – More 
than 2 of every 3 pupils 

enrolled at Standard 3 fail to 
pass basic English, Kiswahili or 

numeracy tests set at Standard 
2 level 

- By Last year of primary 
school, 1 out of 5 still had not 

acquired basic literacy and 
numeracy skills 

Kenya 



Public Toilets for Fish Mongers – Busia Town Western Kenya 

• Official data – project certified and recorded as complete  
• Citizen-generated data - project abandoned not in use 

© www.nta.or.ke 



• Citizen-generated data impact - 2 weeks after citizens social 
audit, funds quickly found, project completed & in use! 

© www.nta.or.ke Public Toilets for Fish Mongers – Busia Town Western Kenya 



Bwangangi Primary School – Funyula Constituency Western Kenya 

• Official data – project marked as complete and in use  
• Citizen-generated data - US$.25,000 misappropriated & 

project abandoned! 

© www.nta.or.ke 



• Citizen-generated data impact - head teacher & CDF committee 
dismissed, additional funds allocated & project completed! 

Bwangangi Primary School – Funyula Constituency Western Kenya © www.nta.or.ke 





Role of Citizen Generated Data in SDGs 
If we are to truly “leave no one behind,” Citizen-
generated data will be critical in highlighting:  
Those in danger of being left behind (especially in marginalized 

and hard to reach areas) to inform policy decisions and targeted 
resource allocation 
Citizens contextualised needs and priorities for the SDGs through 

disaggregated data to the lowest levels of the community 
Monitor implementation and provide qualitative evidence to track 

progress and feedback to government 
Hold leaders to account for delivery of promises made under 

national development plans and the SDGs 



Role of Citizen Generated Data in SDGs 
Further, Citizen-generated data will be critical in: 
• Achieving scale 
• Driving Innovation 
• Identifying and filling data gaps 
• Fostering the harmonisation of data 
• Creating the right institutional structures  
• Public ownership and engagement 
  



Merci beaucoup! 
Davis Adieno 

Mobile (Kenya): +254 726325429 
Email: davis.adieno@civicus.org 

Twitter: @DavisAdieno | Skype: davis.adieno 
http://civicus.org/thedatashift/ 

Merci beaucoup  
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